[Use of the round ligament of the liver to prevent post-pancreatectomy hemorrhage].
Rupture of a pseudoaneurysm after pancreaticoduodenectomy is a fatal complication. To prevent this, we used the round ligament of the liver to separate the hepatic artery from pancreatic anastomosis, obtaining good results. The procedure involved detaching the round ligament of the liver from the abdominal wall during laparotomy and winding it from the proper and common hepatic artery mainly on a gastroduodenal artery stump after reconstruction. Postoperative computed tomography (CT) scan revealed that a thick layer of fat separated the hepatic artery from the abdominal abscess. We retrospectively analyzed 56 patients who had undergone pancreaticoduodenectomy at Tsubame Rosai Hospital from 2003 until 2012. The round ligament was used for 22 patients( ligament group) and was not used for 34 patients( non-ligament group). There was no difference in morbidity from intra-abdominal abscess and pancreatic fistula between the ligament and non-ligament group. Intra-abdominal hemorrhage occurred in 2 patients( 5.9%) in the non-ligament group but did not occur in the ligament group. We believe that this procedure is easy and useful for the prevention of post-pancreatectomy hemorrhage.